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Perceptions oi Primary School Teachers oi Students with
Learning Disabilities of the Response to Intervention Model:
a Qualitative Study

Shaima'a Al-Sahhari & Dr. Mohammed Al-Huwaiti

Ahstract
The study aimed to identify the perceptions of teachers of students

with learning disabilities (LD) of the response to intervention (RTI) model
(RTI), identify the challenges preventing the application of the RTI model,
and outline the most important suggestions of teachers of LD students to
apply the RTI model. For a deeper understanding, the qualitative approach
represented in the phenomenological design was used, and (10) semi-
structured purposeful individual interviews were conducted with teachers
of LD students (4 males and 6 females) at the public schools in Makkah Al-
Mukarramah. The data were analyzed, and the results were extracted using
the 6-stage Braun & Clark 2006 thematic analysis method. The study
showed many results including the following the finding that teachers LD
students had sufficient knowledge about the concept and objectives of the
RTI model although there was a difference in the participants’ responses
and a vagueness regarding the levels. It is worth noting all the participating
teachers of LD students had positive perceptions and showed a higher level
of acceptance of the RTI model. The most notably challenges were grouped
in four main themes: teacher’s understanding and acceptance of the RTI
model, parenting participation, RTI model procedures, and administrative
challenges. The key suggestions were the integration of disciplines,
preparation and awareness, support and training. Based on the findings of
the study, a number of recommendations and proposals were developed,
One of the most important is the Ministry of Education's embrace of the
Response To Intervention, as the standard for early detection.

Keywords: Perceptions — Teachers of Students with Learning
Disabilities — Response to Intervention Model
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