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The Role of the Montessori Approach in Developing
Leadership Skills among Giited Students in Kindergarten

Afnan Khader & Prof. Alia Al Oweidi

Ahstract

This study aimed to know the impact of the Montessori curriculum
on developing leadership skills of gifted children in kindergarten. The
study followed the qualitative research approach and adopted the case
study method as the best way to collect qualitative data that contribute to
providing answers to the study questions. The intentional sample was
adopted as a strategy to select the participants, who are, first: The
participating children, who are 6 gifted children who were selected from
among 101 children registered in three government kindergartens in the
North Madaba cluster affiliated with the Madaba Directorate in the
Jordanian Ministry of Education. The gifted children were selected by
applying the Pride Scale for identifying gifted children in the preschool
stage and the Raven's Colored Matrices test. Second: The participating
female teachers, where the teachers were selected automatically after
Preschool and Raven's Color Matrices Test. Second: Participating teachers:
The teachers were selected automatically after selecting the participating
children. There were three teachers. Third: Participating mothers: The
mothers were also selected automatically after selecting the children. There
were six mothers. Three tools were prepared to collect qualitative data: an
observation guide, an interview form, and a document reference guide.
Structured observation, spontaneous observation, individual interviews, and
reference to official documents were used to collect the required data. The
children participating in the study underwent training on the Montessori
curriculum for 122 training hours over three and a half months. The results
showed that the application of the Montessori curriculum had a significant
impact on the development of leadership skills among gifted children in
kindergarten, as communication skills ranked first in the results. Children
participating in the study received 122 hours of Montessori training over
three and a half months.The results showed that the application of the
Montessori curriculum had a significant impact on the development of
leadership skills among gifted children in kindergartens, as communication
skills ranked first in the results in terms of their development among the
participating children, followed by taking responsibility, self-reliance and
decision-making in second place, then teamwork and the ability to
influence in third place, and finally time management in fourth place. The
study recommended adopting the Montessori curriculum in kindergartens,
especially with gifted children, as well as training teachers to implement
the curriculum and provide its tools in kindergartens.
Keywords: Montessori curriculum, leadership skills, gifted students,

kindergartens.
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