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Obstacles of Using The Picture Exchange Communication
System (PECS) For Teachers of Autism Spectrum Disorder
In Jeddah

Mohammed Khashab & Dr. Yahya Alshegebi

Ahstract

The study aimed to identify the challenges facing teachers of individuals
with autism spectrum disorder when using the Picture Exchange
Communication System (PECS). To achieve the research objectives, the study
followed a descriptive analytical approach, relying on a questionnaire as the
main tool for collecting the necessary data, consisting of 35 items. The study
sample comprised 152 male and female teachers of individuals with autism
spectrum disorder from centers and schools in Jeddah Governorate, selected
randomly. The study results primarily revealed that the level of autism
spectrum disorder teachers' possession of PECS usage skills was high, with an
arithmetic mean of 3.91, followed by the challenges facing teachers when using
the system at a medium level, with an arithmetic mean of 3.62. Thirdly, the
results showed no statistically significant differences (o = 0.05) in the study
sample's response to the level of teachers' possession of PECS usage skills
attributable to the effect of (gender, years of experience, educational
qualification, workplace). Finally, there were no statistically significant
differences (o = 0.05) in the study sample's response to the challenges facing
teachers of individuals with autism spectrum disorder when using PECS
attributable to the effect of (gender, years of experience, workplace, training
courses), while there were statistically significant differences (o = 0.05) in the
educational qualification variable, with differences favoring the (diploma)
category. In light of these results, the study recommends organizing specialized
training courses on using PECS, in addition to preparing a guidebook on PECS
and distributing it to teachers and families to increase awareness of the system's
importance and how to apply it.

Keywords: Autism Spectrum Disorder, Picture Exchange Communication
System, Non-verbal Communication.
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