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The Impact oi Distance Learning on the Verbal Communication of
Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder: A Point of View of their Teachers

Moayad Bawakid & Dr./ Faris Algahtani

Abstract

The objective of the study was to identify the impact of distance
learning on the verbal communication of students with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) from the viewpoint of their teachers and to examine any
differences based on the variables of gender, years of experience, academic
qualification, number of specialised courses, and place of work. The
descriptive survey method was used, and the primary study sample
consisted of (83) male and female teachers of speech exercises in the
Madinah region. For the purposes of the study, a questionnaire on
identifying the impact of distance learning on the verbal communication of
ASD students was designed. Its final version consisted of (28) phrases in 3
main areas: verbal vocabulary, expressive language, and receptive
language. The study findings revealed a medium level for the effect of
distance learning on the verbal communication of ASD students in the
Madinah region. According to these findings, there were no statistically
significant differences between the average ranks of the speech teachers'
responses to the impact of distance learning on the verbal communication
of ASD students that could be attributed to the variables of gender, years of
experience, educational qualification, and place of work while significant
differences were revealed due to the variable of specialized training courses
with higher scores for teachers who attended more than three specialized
training courses. Given the above findings, the study recommended
providing specialized training programs aimed at raising the efficiency of
speech teachers towards implementing and supporting distance learning
and guiding speech teachers to build positive and participatory
relationships with parents of ASD students to educate them about the
importance of their roles in distance education.

Keywords: Distance Learning, Verbal Communication, Autism Spectrum
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