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Training needs for general education teachers within
the inclusive education environment in government schools
irom their point of view

Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the training needs necessary for
general education teachers within the inclusive education environment in
government schools, from their perspective. The study sample consisted of
3056 male and female teachers working in inclusive government schools in
the United Arab Emirates. To achieve the study objectives, the researcher
followed the descriptive survey methodology, and the study tool was a
questionnaire consisting of 30 items distributed across six dimensions. The
study results indicated that the field of preparing individual educational
plans ranked first with the highest mean score of 4.57, while the field of
communication with parents ranked last with an average score of 4.53. The
overall mean score for the training needs of teachers in the inclusive
education environment in government schools, from their perspective, was
4.55. The results also showed statistically significant gender differences (a
= 0.05) in all areas and the overall score, favoring females. Regarding the
academic qualification variable, the results indicated no significant
differences attributed to academic qualifications in all areas and the overall
score, except for personal skills and the preparation of individual
educational plans, where differences favored bachelor's degree holders.
Additionally, there were no significant differences attributed to the years of
experience in all areas and the overall score.

The study recommended conducting periodic surveys of the training
needs for all staff working with students with disabilities in the inclusive
education environment. Additionally, designing training programs for staff
working with students with disabilities within the inclusive education
environment in the form of levels, allowing trainees to progress based on
their abilities and competencies.

Keywords: training needs, inclusive education, general education
teachers, teaching students with disabilities
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