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Perceptions of eneral Education Teachers on Indicators
of Identiiying Students at Risk of Learning Difficulties
in the Holy City of Makkah

Renad Al-Qahtani & Dr. Lama Sahab

Abstract

This research sought to explore the perceptions held by general
education teachers in identifying the indicators of students who may be
susceptible to developing learning difficulties. Moreover, it aimed to
determine the obstacles that encounter educators when attempting to
observe these indicators, as well as explore potential ways for enhancing
the process of identifying students who may be at risk of learning
difficulties at the elementary schools. The researcher employed a
qualitative approach, utilizing the grounded theory principles. In order to
achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher compiled a set of
preliminary inquiries for semi-structured interviews, with the intention of
acquiring the necessary data to provide answers to the research questions.
These inquiries focused on the perceptions of general education teachers
regarding the indicators, the challenges encountered when observing these
indicators, and recommendations for refining the identification process.
The study yielded several findings, such as teachers acquiring knowledge
of the indicators of students at risk of learning difficulties through two
primary dimensions: cognitive characteristics encompassing dispersion
attention and awareness, and emotional characteristics including self-
confidence and self-esteem. Notably, the prominent challenges identified
included educational curricula intertwined with teaching and learning
types, as well as modes of communication with parents and specialists.
Future proposals necessitate enhanced specialized training.

Keywords: learning difficulties, students at risk of learning difficulties,

grounded theory, teachers’ perceptions, learning difficulties
challenges.
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