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Speech therapists’ Level of Knowledge Regarding Evidence-Based
Practices in Treating Communication Disorders//

Israa Almuzin & Dr.Firas Al Taqgatqa

Abstract

The primary goal of this study was to assess the level of familiarity
among speech therapists with evidence-based practices (EBPS) in treating
communication disorders, while also discerning potential variations based
on gender, educational background, years of experience, and workplace
setting. To fulfil these objectives, the researcher devised a comprehensive
test consisting of 28 EBP items addressing 4 dimensions: (a) speech and
phonological disorders, (b) language disorders, (c) fluency disorders, and
(d) hearing disorders. The survey was completed by 246 speech therapists,
revealing a good awareness level of EBPs.

The study revealed that the dimension of hearing disorders ranked
highest, followed by language disorders, speech and phonological
disorders, and fluency disorders, respectively. Furthermore, the findings
indicated no statistically significant differences among the responses of the
study sample based on gender, educational qualification, years of
experience, or workplace setting. Given these results, the study proposes
the adoption of an integrated methodological approach to enhance speech
therapists' knowledge of EBPs. This approach entails the development of
specialised training programs, the promotion of Arab-centric research
initiatives, and the facilitation of ongoing professional development
opportunities. Collaboration between relevant educational and research
entities, including the Ministry of Education, universities, and training
centtres, should be fostered to tailor these initiatives to the specific needs of
teachers in the field.

Top of Form

Keywords: evidence-based practices, communication disorders, speech
therapists.
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