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Abstract

The study aimed to investigate the competencies of the special education
program from the perspective of students in the specialization. It also aimed to
explore differences in the effectiveness of the special education program based
on students' gender and specialization. The study followed a descriptive,
analytical, and comparative methodology. The sample consisted of 293
students from the Special Education Department at the College of Basic
Education in Kuwait, including 143 students specializing in intellectual
disabilities, 55 students specializing in learning difficulties, and 95 students
specializing in intellectual giftedness and talent. The study utilized the
Competencies Scale for the Special Education Department (prepared by the
researcher, 2023). The study results indicated that the evaluation of students in
the Special Education Department regarding the scientific adequacy of the
department's program was at an average level in terms of the theoretical aspect,
while it was high for both the practical adequacy of the program and the
academic satisfaction with the Special Education Department. The overall
score of the scale was high. The results also revealed no statistically significant
differences among students in the Special Education Department in terms of
the program competencies scale based on their specializations. However, there
were differences between male and female students in the Special Education
Department in their assessment of the practical adequacy of the department's
program, academic satisfaction with the Special Education Department, and
the overall score of the scale, favoring male students. On the other hand, there
were no gender differences in the theoretical adequacy of the special education
program.

Keywords: special education, students, competencies.
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