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Bullying behavior directed toward children with autism
spectrum disorder: Parent and teacher ratings

Dr.Wad Hussein Daghestani
Assistant Professor of Special Education, College of Graduate Studies,
Arabian Gulf University, Kingdom of Bahrain

Abstract
The study aimed to identify the prevalence of bullying behaviour among
children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), to recognise the differences
between parents' and teachers' perspectives of the type of bullying
experienced by children with ASD. To also identify the differences in
bullying levels experienced by these children according to the child's gender.
The study adopted a descriptive analytical comparative approach. The study
sample consisted of (69) children with ASD enrolled in special education
centers in the Kingdom of Bahrain, comprised of (50) males and (19)
females. The bullying behaviour were estimated by (36) parents and (33)
teachers of children with ASD. The results of the study showed that the order
of types of bullying experienced by children with ASD were: verbal bullying
followed by social bullying, destroying personal possessions, and finally
physical bullying. The results also showed statistically significant
differences between the estimates of parents of children with ASD and their
teachers in all dimensions of the bullying scale in favor of parents. The
results also indicated no statistically significant differences between males
and females with ASD on the bullying scale. In other words, both genders
experienced similar exposure to bullying.

Keywords: targeted bullying, children, autism spectrum disorder
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