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The extent to which principals oi general education schools possess
leadership competencies in managing learning disabilities programs in
their schools: An opinion survey oif learning disabilities’ teachers

Faisal Nasser Al- Balawi(*)

Abstract

The study is aimed at identifying the extent to which principals of
general education schools possess leadership competencies in managing
learning disabilities programs in their schools from the point of view of
teachers of students with learning disabilities. The study also aims to
investigate whether or not there are statistically significant differences in the
responses of teachers in terms of the variables of gender, educational
qualification, and years of experience for school principals. The study was
conducted on a sample of male and female teachers with learning disabilities
(64 teachers) in government schools in which the Learning Disabilities
Program is applied in the Tabuk region. The study employed the descriptive
survey approach using a scale which was prepared to achieve the objectives
of the study, consisting of (7) sub-scales. The results showed that the extent
to which principals of general education schools possess the leadership
competencies in managing learning disabilities programs in their schools on
the total score of the study scale came in a medium degree. The results also
showed that there were no statistically significant differences in the extent to
which school principals possess the necessary leadership competencies in
managing inclusive learning disabilities programs in their schools due to the
variables of gender and years of experience for school principals. The results
of the study, however, showed that there were differences attributed to the
educational qualification variable of school principals in favor of school
principals with a postgraduate qualification. The study recommends the
necessity of preparing a guide for school principals on leadership
competencies necessary for managing learning disabilities programs, and
establishing training partnerships with the University of Tabuk — especially
with the Departments of Special Education and Educational Administration
and Planning — to hold training courses on the leadership competencies
necessary for school principals in managing learning disabilities programs.
Keywords. leadership competencies; general education school principals;

learning disabilities programs; teachers with learning disabilities.
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