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The level oi Primary School Female teachers’ knowledge of assistive
technology ior students with reading and writing Disabilities

Rwaida Al-Harth; &Taghreed Al-Sulami & Maimoona Al-Bar & Dr. Hanan Ali Bagabas

Abstract

This study examined how primary school female teachers are
familiar with low, medium, and high tech assistive technologies tailored for
female students with reading and writing disabilities at public primary
schools in Jeddah. A descriptive survey design was used on a sample
consisting of (50), randomly selected, primary school female teachers. Data
was collected by a questionnaire including six sections measuring the level
of teachers’ knowledge of assistive technologies(simple - medium - high)
in teaching both reading and writing, in addition to a section examining the
obstacles that hindered female teachers’ knowledge of these technologies.
The results showed that the responses of the teachers of primary school
female students with reading disabilities on their knowledge of low and
medium Tech assistive technologies were at medium levels (1.68, 1.81 out
of 3 respectively), while their knowledge of high Tech assistive
technologies was at a low level (1.42 out of 3). On the other hand, the
responses of the teachers of primary school female students with writing
disabilities on their knowledge of low, medium, and high Tech assistive
technologies were at medium levels (1.58, 1.39, and 149 out of 3
respectively). Moreover, the vast majority of the participants reported high
levels of obstacles that prevented female teachers from learning about
these technologies in teaching students with reading and writing disabilities
(means= 2.54 out of 3). In light of the results reached, it was recommended
holding several school-wide workshops to disseminate a culture of using
assistive technology in teaching students with reading and writing
disabilities, holding training courses aimed at raising female teachers’
knowledge of these technologies, along with educational institutions
commitment to provide these technologies, create appropriate conditions
for their use, and remove all obstacles hindering female teachers from
learning about them.

Keywords: assistive technology- reading disabilities- writing disabilities-
primary school female teachers
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