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Higher Education Program for Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing
Students at King Saud University: Establishing, Challenges, and
Future Vision
Sarah Albuzaid") & Fatimah Adawi (& Sarah Algahtani"
&Muzun Alruwaili”" )& Dr. Ohud Safar""")

Abstract

Tracing the emergence and development of educational programs that seek
to increase the chances of deaf and hard-of-hearing students enrolling in
universities allows the development of similar programs and increases their access
to higher education opportunities. The Higher Education Program for Deaf and
Hard of Hearing Students at King Saud University is one of the leading programs
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. So, this study shed light on the period of
establishing this program, the challenges it faced, and its future vision. It followed
a qualitative research methodology specifically a case study design via semi-
structured interviews and document analysis to collect the data. The sample of the
study consisted of five founders of the program, who were chosen purposefully
with specific criteria. The result of the study revealed that the program went
through several stages which are designing a plan, implementing the plan, and
following up the program. It also proceeded from several starting points, the most
important of which are creating role models for the Deaf, empowering the Deaf in
accordance with laws and legislation, and developing their Arabic language skills
before enrolling in the university. The results also showed that the program faced
many challenges, including social, administrative, and sign language interpreter
challenges. Finally, the result showed that the independence of the program,
supporting at-risk students, and documenting the academic sign language are
among the most important goals the program seeks to achieve within its future
vision. The researchers recommended expanding the follow-up and evaluation of
the program and establishing a database to document all the work related to the
program. It also recommended increasing efforts for the professional development
of those working with deaf and hard-of-hearing students in the university to
improve their participation in higher education settings and help them overcome
the difficulties that they may face.

Keywords: transitional programs, university education, case study, qualitative
research, people with disabilities
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